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Own This City

Passport NY Morocco

Coveryour En_ns in henna and fea_:a.t on fluffy couscous—we think this
is the beginning of a beautiful friendship. By Cristina Velocci

BE A MOROCCAN

- I vour knowledge of Morocco
starts with camals and ends with
Casablancn, Babelor filfear, you need
toattend *Africa: Conversations with

aContinent,” a panel discussion at the

82nd Street Y (1395 Levogton Ave

af 92nd S 21241 5-55000 F=Sm,
EHNLSE5 on'Wednesday 27, Berber

art professor Cynthis Becker and
Muorrocan scholar Hnbiba Boumlik
will gather to discuss the country’s art,
|:|||1un:'.5.n.|lp||]:tu il history

- Henri Matese's The Morvecans at
MoMA 1soneof the few permanent
artweorks in New York City tocome out
of Morocen, but youcan calch the work
of native artist Safan Ermmuasin
Perspoctives. Women, Art and Islamat
the Museum of Contemporary
African Diasporan Arts 5/
Hanson A al 5 Portland Ave, Fort
Crreenne, Brookin,; 718-230-04 52

Jung 4-S5cpit 1.3, suggested donation
$4). Her womblike installation of

textiles 1s munning in conjunction with
the Muslim Volces: Arts & Ideas
Jl‘:‘-ifl".'HI I'Jilr.'l'ﬂllFFH'-'-'I-!'.I".'«'.-!'.'T,.IH.

4= Maoroocans believe bodily
adornment with henna wards off
danger. Set up a house call with
henna artsl Lisa Butterworth
(a.be.a. Kenzl) (71 5- PRS- [ 545,

EH0-ST00 e howr), Shespecializes

in Morocean designs, which zhe
describes 48 “very geometric,
icorporating straight lines, " and
imparts her henna from Marmrakech,
o= Wow that vour body s exguisitely
decorated, head to the Moroceo
Acadamy of Mid-Eastern Dance
(& W 2000 5t betioean Fifth aond Sexth
Awves. second Hoor 21 272 7-8326
cashaldiovice. orglfor 3 serions
workout. Begmner classes (Mon, Fr
6:15pm, 815-865) teach vou the hip
Juttig moves of rags shargy the social

Lisa Bartterworth
[ & b m. W |
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folk dance most commaonly (and
incorrectly) known s belly dancng:
The proper translation 18 "Unental
dance.” "Isolder than the shifting
fines in the sand that we call borders,”
says studio owner Moroceo, whowill
be teaching o traditional eokibhalf on
Sunday 24 oo, S50,

COMNSUME LIKE A MOROCCAN
#+ The long-standing Cafe
Mogador (/01 St Marks F{ befween
First Ave and Ave A, 21267 7-2225)
has been satiating harissa-craving
taste buds since 1983 vin its
sigratire fluffy comseous, pamished
with chickpeas, honey-steeped
onions and raisins (51 1L.50-517)
Chase yvour chicken bastilla ment poe
(%14.50) witha pot of Moroocan green
tea (84), served with mint and sugar
—~+ Expats Jonging for a taste of home
hend 1 La Maison Du Couscous
{484 7 il 5t hetween Fonrth and
Fifth Aves, Bay Ridge, Brookiyn; T18-
021-2400) for phylloc igairs (55.95)
htulhrd with speced meat or vegmies.
Dishes like the conard a lorange
(&24.495) ncorporate French
mfluences, anod to
the country's period
asa French
protectorate in the
early 2th
cEntury

Tagine

Mircco
Acadsmy ol
Mid-Eastem
Danca

4 Drancer Morocco mves about
Tlllnl Dining Gallery (537 Minih

Ave befipeen I and 4080k Sz, 212
564- 72021 for is plpeon ]'m_ (218.05)
and traditional lamb tagine with
prunes, almonds and sesame seeds
(521); The restaurant affers a three-
hour Moroccan cooking class the last
Sunday of every month (585)
4 Chrystie Stréet gives way to
Casablanca behind the unassuming
wooden door ufﬂllll'l!.ﬁl.l-l‘l[l.'f”"
Chirvstie SEbehoeen Krivnglon and
Stanton Sts, 212-677- 7328 The
arabesque archways and North
African-inspired cocktnils like the
Bl tyrwenod (5121 all mod to Moroccn
Kushalsooffers 19 frinty hookah
flavors for patrons to puff, adding to
the Middie Eastern vibe

SHOP LIKE A MOROCCAN
w3 Wi re jist as sk of our
shredded John Bebuzhi
poster as you probably are
of your=. Bring your

8 Apartmenl messremens
{iyMosalc House (77
W 22md St bwetoveen P
ernd Suxth Avws, 248 241 1-
25.25) and choose from the
decorative cermic files
eve-papping colors,
handerafted m a Fez ictory
b= Familv-run Moroccan
Prestige /0. Wr28th Sial
Eleventh Ape, coll 212-741-
1470 for anapbotnbmeni)
has become 8 fro-10 souroe

b

=% MOrocco was
iha first countsy
1 PRCOEBE
AIMWBNCE 3
independences,
in177rT,

= Lags Maroocan
communities reside

in Bary Rickge and Astoria,

but thene are no mosques officiaihy
asgociated with the nation inthe
frve boroughs. Visil Turkish mosgue
Fatih Camil (5911 Eighth Aveat
50th S8, Sunset Park, Brookiyr;

T 18-4385919), where Moroccans
tend to congregate.

= When your boyfriend does
something nice, cod “habibi™ (ifi1's
youir girtfriand, habibl], whath
transkates to “my sweetie,” Il he
sErews up, ballow “hashooma,”

of “shame on you, "

for set designers (items have been
featured in the movie Dupilcity and on
(risspy Crrl), “Wecall it Alnadin's
cave,” saysowner Salaheddine
Benyoussef of his 1L000-square- fool
bezasir, You can score a bona fide fez
(835) here, and it's the only place in the
city thit sélls tradition:l candile tents
w4 For mare Moroocan goodies,
Sheherazade (/2! (rohard 5
behween Delanciy and Rivagrton Sis,
212.530. 177 1) stocks gold-leaf ten
i lsses (57) and dainty babowche
ghippers (350 ik up i besather poul
(&5 and a brass Hand of Fatima
(816), smd to protect agaunst theevil
you'll need it to combat the
envious glares from your friends
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-rTH.Avﬂ THE WORLD! We' we
“visited” Jamasca, Australia and

maore. To see whera we've been, go

timaoutnewyork.com,/ownthiscity,
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