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The ultra-hip BLVD, Below,
clockwise from top left: well-
known cross-streets; retro
finds at Foley + Corinna Men;
star-studded T-shirts and
designer bags from Cherish.
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Lower East

A multicultural hipster enclave

BY JESSICA KOVLER [SHOPPING
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL HOLTERMANN | Actress Parker Posey is among

have soughl oul the handk
modern sportswear, and as
rom the 1820s to the late 19705, Manhattan’s historic Lower East FORWARD. Highlgh
Side—a small enclave south of the East Village and east of SoHo— | pers emblazoned v
Voleuse, felted-wool
and hand-embroidered tops by Phyl C:
(72 Orchard Street; 636264-3233)

European Jews and more recently Puerto Ricans, Dominicans, and Asians, Actors Mark Wahlberg and Ben Affleck have
established their first U.S. houses and businesses in then-dilapidated tene- been spotted at FOLEY + CORINNA MEN, a store

offenng retra-chic aone-of-a-kind pants and dross

the celebs who
1 accessones,

t-garde clothes at

accessones such as ballet slip-
attog-inspired images by La

wl sweaters by Tolonen,

was primarily known as a home to immigrants from nearly every part of the '
’ . : el O Ooutung

world. Irish and German settlers, who were then followed by Eastern

ments. In search of prosperity, these newcomers opened shops, after-hours i i < ;
: shirts by Foley coupled with Anna Corninna‘s vin-

tage finds from around the world. Popular for win
Many of these family-owned businesses still exist today, though much has ter i

¢lubs, and r11u|1:1-.|r1d-}'u.r|'l cateries for the area’s varied residents.
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changed in the last two years. Young international restaurateurs, designers, | Warm colours, paired with cashmere sweaters in
cream and hght biue (143 Ludicw Street; 212/529
s 5043)

replete with fine dining, trendy clubs, and stylish fashion boutiques while CHERISH offers an eclectic collection of intermna-
maintaining the neighbourhood’s rich cultural flair. These new spols are

Lepore,
housed in newly renovated buildings that were former tlenements, Here, the

and boutique owners have transformed the community into a posh scene

such as MNan

Perelman for Lunessa. The house
I res Hollywood-inspared T-4harts
prinied wath maoges of classec maton-pectune stars
ke Rita Haywarth, Jo I wd Audrey
wrn (179 Orchard Street; 21.4/253-2110)
International designer and srasli-born pop singar
APOLLO BRAUN manufactures “wearable art,”
worn by Nicole Kidman, Britney Spears, and
Deborah Gibson. Inspired by the paintings
ckson Pollack, Braun's one-of-a-kind pieces

eature paint-splattered taf

new not-to-miss venues of the Lower East Side

fela Qo

L, sequin-
e, and off
the-shoulder tees made of cotton (193 Orchard
Street; 212/726-8075)

Both Sean Combs and designer Anna Sui are
fans of SHEHERAZADE, 3 home furnishing store
featunng pieces from North Afnica and the Middie
Eas1. Highlights in nan gold-beaded chan-
deliers and Egyptian moucharabyh (hand-lathed
openwork) walnut chairs (121 QOrchard Strect;
212539-17171)
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